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Welcome to the Winter Edition  
of HASSRA LiveLife
As we wrap up another exciting 
year, we want to take a moment 
to say a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who makes HASSRA 
the vibrant, supportive 
community it is today.
To our members, your enthusiasm 
and involvement keeps our clubs 
thriving. To our volunteers, your 
tireless dedication ensures events, 
competitions, and activities run 
seamlessly. And to all participants: 
Thank you for stepping up and taking 
part in the challenges that bring fun, 
creativity, and wellbeing to life.
Together, we’ve celebrated 
milestones, championed inclusion, 
and created opportunities for 
everyone to connect and flourish. 
This year has been a shining example 
of what we can achieve when we 
work together.
2025 marked a truly historic 
milestone – HASSRA’s 90th 
Anniversary! Clubs across the 
country celebrated in creative ways, 
supported by 90th Anniversary  
Club Grants.

	¿ 228 Grants awarded with a  
total value of £34,200

You can read all about how East 
Midlands Region put their grants to 
use in this winter edition.
Neath HASSRA rose to the Wellbeing 
and Inclusion Challenge and walked 
their way into a win in 2025! Check 
out their inspiring story inside.
These highlights remind us that 
HASSRA is more than just a network 
– it’s a community built on creativity, 
inclusion, and shared experiences.

Looking Ahead to 2026
As we step into a new year, let’s 
keep the momentum going!

	¿ Spread the word: Encourage 
colleagues to join in the fun.  
HASSRA continues to represent 
excellent value for money with 
monthly membership frozen at 
£2.45 per month for another year 
Join HASSRA

	¿ Enter our free competitions, 
puzzles, and quizzes: Great ways 
to stay engaged, keep your brain 
active, and maybe even win big!

	¿ Lottery hopefuls: If you didn’t 
win this year, good luck for 2026 
– every entry is a chance to make 
next year even more exciting, 
with a guaranteed annual payout 
of over £1 million.

We recently conducted a Members’ 
Survey to understand what we’re 
doing well and where we can 
improve. Your feedback is invaluable 
and will help shape the future of 
HASSRA.
In response to feedback already 
received, we’re working on a new 
initiative to provide funding for 
retired members wishing to come 
together for group activities. 
Our hope is that maintaining 
connections will make as much 
difference to retired members as 
the Business Unit Grant has for 
geographically dispersed teams.
As we approach the festive season, 
we extend our warmest wishes to 
all members. Whether you celebrate 
Christmas, another tradition, or 
simply enjoy a well-earned break, 
this is a time to reflect, recharge, 
and connect in ways that matter 
most to you.

We understand that this season 
means different things for different 
people. So, our message is simple: 
thank you for being part of the 
HASSRA community. May the 
coming weeks bring you peace, 
kindness, and moments of joy – 
whatever form that takes for you.
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Here’s to an  
Amazing 2026!
Exciting things are on the 
horizon, and we can’t wait to 
share more with you. Let’s 
make 2026 our best year yet, 
full of creativity, wellbeing, 
and community spirit!

Jacky Sneddon
   Editor

https://www.hassra.org.uk/register
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Competition Results –  
What a Year!

HASSRA regional contacts:

HASSRA Help Desk Support:

Supported by: In partnership with:

HASSRA went all out this year with a fantastic 
range of competitions – and you responded 
in record numbers! From cash prizes and 
free memberships to West End tickets and 
European Cruises, there’s been something  
for everyone.
Congratulations to all our winners – you’ve made this 
year unforgettable!
11 Fun Free Competitions: 133,214 entries,  
Merlin Ticket Giveaways: 49,000+ entries, Christmas 
Crackers: 33,000 entries, Free Cinema Tickets:  
15,000 entries, Annual Membership: 52,000 entries  
and the Twelve Days of Christmas: 50,956 entries.

What a bumper year!
Winners Say…
“I was genuinely surprised to win! That excitement  
hasn’t worn off – I’ve loved showing off my prize!”
“As a retired member, I was thrilled to receive  
£300 – I’ve never won before!”
“I entered the VE Day competition and was VEry  
surprised to win a cash prize!”
“I’d only been in HASSRA six weeks when I won a  
Fortnum & Mason hamper – what a welcome!”
“I was thrilled to win tickets to Mamma Mia the Party –  
I can’t wait for the show!” 

For support through the HASSRA Help Desks visit www.hassra.org.uk/helpdesk

East of England  
hassra.eastofengland@dwp.gov.uk
East Midlands  
hassra.eastmidlands@dwp.gov.uk
Fylde  
hassra.fyldeinbox@dwp.gov.uk
London  
hassra.london@dwp.gov.uk

North East  
hassra-northeast@dwp.gov.uk
North West  
hassra.NW@dwp.gov.uk
Scotland  
hassra.scotland@dwp.gov.uk 
South East  
hassra.southeast@dwp.gov.uk

South West  
hassra.southwest@dwp.gov.uk
Wales  
hassra.wales@dwp.gov.uk
West Midlands  
hassra.westmidlands@dwp.gov.uk
Yorkshire and The Humber  
hassra.yorkshireandhumberside@dwp.gov.uk

Editorial
Design by: MM Design Ltd. Telephone: 0114 250 9001. Website: www.mmdesign.co.uk
Editorial office: HASSRA Communications and Marketing,  
Dunfermline JCP, Merchiston House, Foundry Street, Dunfermline KY12 9DF.
Email: hassracommunications.andmarketing@dwp.gov.uk

And There’s More…
Don’t miss our Get Away with HASSRA £12,000 
Holiday Voucher Competition! – win a dream 
getaway with a first prize of a £5,000 holiday voucher! 
Beach escape, city break, or adventure abroad – the 
choice is yours.  Seven other prizes also up for grabs.

Thank you to everyone who took part – your 
enthusiasm keeps the HASSRA spirit alive! Stay 
tuned for even more exciting competitions next 
year… you never know what’s coming next!

https://www.hassra.org.uk/helpdesk
mailto:hassra.eastofengland%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.eastmidlands%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.fyldeinbox%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.london%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra-northeast%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.NW%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.scotland%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.southeast%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.southwest%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.wales%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.westmidlands%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:hassra.yorkshireandhumberside%40dwp.gov.uk?subject=
https://x.com/HASSRANATIONAL
https://www.facebook.com/Hassra-389569017901256/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hassra_national/
https://www.instagram.com/hassranational/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaRG6BPuKh5n5tn1ciiSRqw
http://www.mmdesign.co.uk
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaLavvfHgZWg7Lhdu02a
https://www.hassra.org.uk/get-away-with-hassras-12000-holiday-competition
https://www.hassra.org.uk/get-away-with-hassras-12000-holiday-competition
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We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all HASSRA members who submitted their stunning 
entries to the 2025 Photography Competition. The response was nothing short of phenomenal, 
showcasing the incredible creativity and talent within our community. After careful consideration by 
an independent judging panel, we are proud to present this year’s winners – a collection of images 
that truly capture the spirit and artistry of our members.

As we wrap up this year’s competition, we want to celebrate not just the winners, but every member who shared 
their vision through photography. Your creativity and passion are what make HASSRA such a vibrant community. 
We hope these winning images inspire you as much as they inspired us – and we can’t wait to see what you’ll 
capture next year!  To view all entries, please see our Flickr page. 

Urban Jungle Winner   
Liam Bailey – HASSRA Scotland
Congratulations to our overall winner Liam Baillie, HASSRA Scotland! His stunning photograph captures a moody Argyle 
Street in Glasgow, drenched in rain and illuminated by city lights. A powerful image that turns a dark, wet evening into a work 
of art.  Known locally as The Hielanman’s Umbrella (Highlandman’s Umbrella) it is a landmark in the centre of the city and gets 
its nickname for the glass-walled railway bridge which carries the platforms of Glasgow Central Station across Argyle Street.

HASSRA Photography  
Competition 2025

Weather Wonders Winner 
Nathan O’Ferral-Cooke – HASSRA South East
Well Done also goes to 
Nathan O’Ferrall-Cooke, 
HASSRA South East 
who captured nature 
at its most dramatic - 
this breathtaking shot 
captures a lightning 
bolt tearing through a 
storm over rolling hills. 
Dark, swirling clouds 
dominate the sky, while 
a faint golden glow on 
the horizon hints at 
light beyond the chaos. 
A powerful reminder of 
the beauty and intensity 
of the natural world.

Faces and Expressions Winner 
Kulwinder Virdee – HASSRA London
“This photograph mirrors my own experience of coping with 
change. The man, bent by scoliosis yet still walking each 
day, shows a quiet courage – the strength to keep going 
when life feels heavy. His bowed form has become a symbol 
of endurance for me. I shot from a low angle to honour his 
presence and include the woman nearby, whose stillness 
balances his movement. Together, they create a silent 
exchange about resilience, empathy, and the fragile  
beauty of carrying on.”






